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2014-2015 ACADEMIC STAFF ASSEMBLY  
MINUTES 

12:00PM - 12:45PM ON 6 MAY 2015 IN UC 264 

 
PRESENT: Denise Ehlen, Tracy Arneson-Baker, Thomas Drucker, Patricia Fragola, Nadine Kriska, Elizabeth Ogunsola, Terry 

Tumbarello, Kristen Burton 
 
GUESTS: Beverly Kopper, Abbie Windsor 
 
ABSENT: Deborah Bowen, Michael Flanagan, Kara Meissen, Carmen Rivers, Jonathan Saffold, Curt Weber  

 
 

1. Urgent/Priority Business 
  

a. Provost Beverly Kopper: Provost Kopper provided an update on the Shared Governance Task Force; it is 

scheduled to meet on the following dates: 18 June 2015, 17 July 2015, 13 August 2015, and 17 September 
2015 from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm in Madison. She will send the e-mail regarding the meetings, and all other 
correspondence/information regarding the task force to the chairs of the governance groups.  She also 
announced that Move-In Day for Fall 2015 is Sunday, 30 August 2015, orientation is 31 August – 1 
September 2015, and convocation is 1 September 2015. Classes will start on 2 September 2015. She 
provided a productivity analysis, discussed the strategy for dealing with the budget cuts should they be 
passed and the potential impact on the HLC reaccreditation.       

 
b. Review of 22 April 2015  Minutes: The minutes were unanimously approved on a motion from Nadine 

Kriska (Terry Tumbarello, second). 
 

2. Academic Staff Committee Reports  
 

a. Awards [Ehlen for Weber] – Ellen Boldt received the Instructional Academic Staff Award and Carrie Lencho 
the Non-Instructional Academic Staff Award. Denise Ehlen and Patricia Fragola will attend the Faculty and 
Academic Staff Retirement and Recognition Dinner of May 14

th
. Ehlen will present the awards and 

representatives from the sponsoring banks will also attend. 
 
b. Economic Issues [Ehlen] – No report. 
 
c. Elections [Ehlen] – No updates.  

 
d. Government [Kriska] – State Senator Steven Nass canceled his May 1

st
 to UW-Whitewater. An attempt will 

be made to reschedule.   
 

e. Organization [Fragola] – New membership will be discussed at the organizational meeting of the 2015-16 
Academic Staff Assembly. 

 
f. Professional Development [Ehlen] – If Academic Staff Development Grants are to be awarded, Denise 

Ehlen will send ratification information to the Assembly by e-mail. The grants may not be funded if the 
budget cuts go through.   
 

g. Instructional Promotions [Ehlen] – The promotions will be approved and the salary bumps will be funded for 
faculty and staff.  
 

h. Review [Tumbarello] – The Review Committee did not meet. 
 

i. Rewards and Recognition [Ehlen] – The Rewards and Recognition Committee did not meet.   
 

j. Title Appeals [Ehlen] – The committee did not meet. 
  

k. Titling [Ehlen for Weber] – Three titling requests will be discussed at the meeting, and one was reviewed 
by e-mail. 

 
3. Updates/Announcements/Other Business  
 



 

  

 The Assembly agreed it was helpful to continue to receive the e-mail updates regarding budget issues and 
other items impacting shared governance. Ehlen will continue to share these updates, but if an item needs 
immediate response, she will indicate it in the subject line.  
 

 Ehlen announced the Faculty Senate met yesterday and elected a new chair, James Hartwick. The outgoing 
chair, David Munro, has advocated for the recognition and input of all shared governance groups. 
 

 Ehlen shared the disappointment regarding how UW-Whitewater’s appointment to the Shared Governance 
Task Force was handled.  Academic and Classified Staff had no representation from our campus to the task 
force. 

 

 The Chancellor’s Retirement Resolution is deferred to 2015-16 due to lack of quorum. 
 

 Ehlen thanked Fragola and Burton for their service to the 2014-15 Assembly, and thanked Elizabeth Ogunsola 
for her years of service to the Academic Staff Assembly. 

 
 
 


